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Green River Farm Update
When King County
purchased the
25-acre Green
River Farm
(formerly known
as the Torrance
Property) in the
spring of 2000, it
was completely
overgrown with
weeds. The farm,
located on the
west side of Central Avenue just south of
Kent and the Green River, looks very different
now. After a weed control program and the
installation of a driveway off of Central, the
County leased the property and it is now
being farmed.

This is the second year that the four tenants
have farmed the property and the success of
their efforts is evident. They are raising row
crops and selling them at the Pike Place
Market and at several farmers’ markets.

The County hopes to improve the farm road
this fall to allow better field access in wet
weather and would like to eventually have
water available for irrigation. In the
meantime, the tenants have purchased a
water truck to irrigate the crops.

The County plans to use the property to
help small-scale and beginning farmers
become established. Leasing portions of the
Green River Farm has enabled the tenants to
expand their operations by growing more
crops and has helped demonstrate that
agriculture is still economically viable in
King County.

For more information about the Green
River Farm contact Judy Herring, King
County Farmland Preservation Program
Coordinator, at 206-296-1470.

Judy and Deanna Duff
show off lettuce they have

raised on the Green River Farm.

Agricultural Drainage

Assistance Program

To date, over 15,000 linear feet of
agricultural ditches have been
maintained.

King County is also researching
management practices for ditch
maintenance. The research, which will
be conducted by Washington State
University, will examine the effects of
dredging on salmonids and water
quality, and analyze the implementation
of “best management practices”.
The results of this research program
will be used to advise King County on
how to reduce expenses and simplify
the permitting process associated
with ditch maintenance.

If you would like more information
on ADAP or would like to participate
in the program, contact Elizabeth
Weldin, with King County Department
of Natural Resources and Parks, at
206-296-1979 or email her at
elizabeth.weldin@metrokc.gov.

Maintenance of agricultural
watercourses is a concern facing
landowners in King County. In the
Agricultural Production Districts
alone, there are over 300 miles of
agricultural waterways. For over a
century, King County farmers have
routinely removed sediment and
vegetation from the watercourses
that drain their properties.

In recent years, however, routine
maintenance such as dredging has
come under increasingly stringent
environmental regulations stemming
from the Endangered Species Act, the
Clean Water Act, and King County’s
Sensitive Areas Ordinance. As a result,
landowners sometimes are unable to
maintain their ditches as they have
done historically. This results in the
soil becoming  too wet for crops or
livestock. To prevent further loss of
farmland, the Agricultural Drainage
Assistance Program (ADAP or Fish &
Ditch) provides assistance to farmers
affected by these regulations. Since
1998, the Department of Natural
Resources and Parks, via ADAP, has
assisted landowners with permits and
funded best management practices.

Department of
Natural Resources and Parks

Water and Land Resources

Division

A recently completed ditch
maintenance project in Enumclaw.



Environmental Quality Incentives Program
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary conservation
program that promotes agricultural production (including non-industrial, private
forestry) and environmental quality as compatible goals. Through EQIP, farmers
and forest owners may receive financial and technical help with efforts to comply
with regulations concerning water, soil and air quality, wildlife habitat, and water
conservation.

EQIP was re-authorized in the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002 (Farm Bill). The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) administers EQIP. King, Pierce, and Thurston
Counties are all part of the Puget Sound Local Working Group that is operating
with the NRCS to establish guidelines for the evaluation of applications in the
three-county area.

Drainage ditch improvements and the replacement of forest road culverts that
block fish passage are examples of practices that potentially could be funded
under EQIP.  If you are interested in applying for funds, or want more information,
contact Pedro Ramos at the USDA Renton Service Center at 206-764-3325,
ext. 100.

The King County Noxious Weed Control Program

They can destroy pastureland and crops.
They can harm farm animals. They can
devastate wildlife habitat.
What are they? Noxious
weeds. On the frontline of the
war against these invaders
stands the King County
Noxious Weed Control
Program. It offers educational
and technical assistance in
the identification and control
of plants on the Noxious
Weed List with the goal of
helping landowners to
voluntarily control noxious
weeds to comply with the
State Noxious Weed Law (RCW 17.10).

What are noxious weeds?
Noxious weeds are non-native, invasive
plants that are very difficult to control once
established. A noxious weed is also a legal
term--the plants on the Washington State
Noxious Weed List are regulated for control
according to RCW 17.10. The state weed list
is updated annually, and each county weed
list is fine-tuned and adopted from the state
weed list.

Knapweed, hawkweed, and Scotch broom
can reduce the productivity of pasture or
crop lands. English ivy, Eurasian

watermilfoil, and purple loosestrife destroy
beneficial native habitat. Some of these

plants also damage
recreational opportunities and
clog waterways. Some, such as
giant hogweed, tansy ragwort,
and poison hemlock, are
public health threats and
poisonous to livestock.

Who is Responsible for
Weed Control?
Landowners are responsible
for controlling noxious weeds
on their property. The King
County Noxious Weed

Program promotes weed control by offering
landowners the best site-specific methods.
Control options vary, depending on the weed,
the site, and the amount. Control options
may include hand pulling, mowing, or
choosing the most effective and least harmful
herbicide applications.

Controlling noxious weeds is difficult and
often requires a long-term commitment.
If you need help identifying plants or
controlling weeds, or if you are interested in
an educational presentation, please contact
program staff at 206-296-0290, or visit
the Noxious Weed Program website at
http://dnr.metrokc.gov/weeds.

King County Agricul
With the passage of the Growth
Management Act in 1990, the State of
Washington required counties to
designate and protect economically
significant agricultural lands. In
response, King County designated five
Agricultural Production Districts
(APDs): Sammamish River Valley,
Snoqualmie River Valley, Upper Green
River Valley, Lower Green River Valley,
and Enumclaw Plateau. The APDs total
41,000 acres, about three percent of
the county. Included in the APDs are
approximately 13,000 acres of
Farmland Preservation Program
properties on which King County has
purchased the development rights.
These rights were purchased primarily
with funds from the Farmland
Preservation Bond, passed by King
County voters in 1979.

During the fall of 2001, King County
agriculture staff, with assistance from
the King Conservation District,
mapped land use by acreage in the
APDs. The research was designed to
quantify the types of crops and
agricultural activities present, with an
emphasis on finding the percentage of
unmanaged land. Using aerial
photographs as a guide, staff verified
the type of land use by ground
truthing--driving by parcels to view
types of use.

The results of the study are a positive
testimony to the viability of
agriculture in our heavily urbanized
county, as 90 percent of the tillable
land is used for a wide array of
agricultural activities. Livestock forage
production is the most common use in
the Snoqualmie River and Enumclaw
APDs while market crop production is
more prevalent in the Lower Green
River and Sammamish River APDs. The
findings show that the efforts to

Giant Hogweed grows
up to 15 feet tall.



Forestry
Kathy Creahan 206-205-5621
Benj Wadsworth 206-296-7805
Bill Loeber 206-296-7821
Kristi McClelland 206-296-7820
Linda Vane 206-296-8042

Farming
Steven Evans 206-296-7824
Eric Nelson 206-296-1469

Farmland Preservation
Judy Herring 206-296-1470

Livestock
Laurie Clinton 206-296-1471
Rick Reinlasoder 206-263-6566

Agricultural Drainage Assistance
Elizabeth Weldin 206-296-1979

Tax Incentive Programs
Ted Sullivan 206-205-5170

Noxious Weeds
King County Noxious Weed Control
206-296-0290
noxious.weeds@metrokc.gov

Email
firstname.lastname@metrokc.gov

This newsletter is a publication
of King County’s Office of
Rural and Resource Programs
in the Department of Natural
Resources and Parks.
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protect farmland and keep it in production are succeeding. The study
includes more specific information for each APD. For more information
contact Rick Reinlasoder, Livestock Program Specialist at 206-263-6566
(rick.reinlasoder@ metrokc.gov) or Steve Evans, Farm Specialist at
206-296-7824 (steve.evans@metrokc.gov).
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In Memorium
The King County Forestry program

is saddened by the loss of one of

the members of the Rural Forest

Commission. Dr. Louis Kahn died on

August 22 from complications with a

stroke. He was 80 years old. Dr. Kahn

managed a 47-acre forest near North

Bend and represented small

landowners on the Commission.

He was committed to good forestland

stewardship and brought a great deal

to the Rural Forest Commission as an

advocate for small forest landowners.

He will be missed.

Forest Stewardship Field Day

Have you ever wondered if the forest on
your property is as healthy as it could be?
Set aside Saturday, April 5, 2003 for the
Forest Stewardship Field Day. Meet with a
wildlife biologist, soils scientist, forest
pathologist, forester, and many others to
learn more about your forest. The goal of
this event is to provide landowners with
new skills and knowledge to better
understand and manage forested portions
of their properties.

During the Forest Stewardship Field Day,
you will have an opportunity to learn how
to measure your trees, determine soil
characteristics, and improve wildlife

habitat. You’ll also discover ways to
identify forest health issues, maintain
plant and animal diversity, plan a small
forest harvest, and more!

Specific information about this new event,
such as location and time, will be posted at
libraries and other locations as the date
nears. If you would like to register now,
please contact one of the sponsors: King
Conservation District, Geoff Reed,
206-764-3410, ext. 103; King County
Department of Natural Resources and
Parks, Kristi McClelland,
206-296-7820; WSU Cooperative
Extension, Steve Sax, 206-205-3132.

Information here is available in
alternate formats upon request.
Call:  Marie Alvarado at
206-296-8349 or TTY 711.


